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These Conditions of Play must be placed on Display in Public at All Venues during all rounds of this Competition   
                                                        

1. LEAGUE COMPOSITION                                                                                                     
 
NOTES:  “Side” = One or Two Teams 
  In each and every case, all players should be first call members of the Club represented 

All leagues shall consist of a maximum of ten sides were possible, with no Club being 
represented by more than one side in each league, apart from the Men’s 5th, 6th and 7th 
and Ladies 3rd and 4th Leagues. 

 LADIES  1ST League  Side = 8 players, consisting of 2 Fours teams 
   2nd League   Side = 8 players, consisting of 2 Fours teams 
   3RD and 4th League Side = 3 players, consisting of a Trips team 
 MEN  1ST League  Side = 8 players, consisting of 2 Fours teams 

2nd Leagues  Side = 8 players, consisting of 2 Fours teams 
   3rd, 4th and 5th Leagues Side = 6 players, consisting of 2 Trips teams 
     6th and 7th Leagues Side = 3 players, consisting of a Trips team 
 
   

 
2  PLAYING FORMAT 
 2.1 Fours Game 
 The game shall be played over 21 ends and according to the traditional Fours format. 
 2.2 Triples Game 
 The game shall be played over 18 ends and according to the traditional Trips format, 3 bowls per player 

  
 
3 SCORING 

3.1 Two (2) points will be awarded to the winning team or one (1) point to each team for a drawn 
match. In Leagues where there are two or more teams per side, an additional point will be 
awarded as a bonus point for the higher shot profit. A half point shall be awarded to each side in 
the event of an equal net score. 
 

        3.2 Scorecards shall be completed in detail: 
 

3.2.1 Surname and initials must be recorded 
3.2.2 Bowls South Africa numbers must be recorded against each player 
3.2.3 Shots must be recorded at the completion of each end 
3.2.3 The Host Club is responsible for issuing one scorecard per match. The Skip of the side/team losing 

the toss is responsible for keeping the scorecard and the Skips can, at any time, delegate their own 
powers and any of their duties to any other members of the team as long as they tell the opposing 
skip immediately. However they must make sure that the duties are transferred to players whose 
positions, in order of play, are the same in each team (Law 40.1.7).  
The team who wins the toss is responsible for the scoreboard and must confer with the Skips over 
the correctness of the scoreboard.  After the final end the Skips will both sign the card. (Law 40.1.9 
Domestic Regulations) 
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3.2.4   Discrepancy between scorecards: (Law 40.1.8 Domestic Regulations).  
 In the event of any discrepancy the two Skips will agree to correct the score. The scoreboard can 
be used to assist but will not overrule the scorecard/s. Should the Skips not be able to agree to the 
correctness of the scores on the scorecards the matter will be referred to the Appeals Committee 
whose ruling will be final. 

 
       

4    PLAYER DECLARATION 
The scorecard serves as the team’s declaration 
MEN’S AND LADIES 
Before the commencement of play a designated player from each side shall complete the scorecard 
with the name of each Skip for the Fours or Triples teams as applicable.  

         
The home club will allocate the rinks, which must be next to one another in the case of more than one 
team making up a side. The Captain/Manager of the visiting side will draw, from the allocated rinks, a 
rink for the Fours and Triples teams. 
 
The Captain/Manager of the home side will spin/toss, the winner of the toss will decide who will have 
the mat and this refers to all teams in that side.    
 

5. INCLEMENT WEATHER 
 

Inclement weather is defined as darkness, wet weather conditions, excessive wind or excessive heat which 
may cause a match not to be commenced or to be stopped. 
If, due to inclement weather, play is disrupted and no further play is possible, the following shall 
apply:-        
(a)   The decision to not commence play or suspend play in any match because of inclement weather 
may be taken by the Club Tournament Official, the Greenkeeper or other presiding official, 
independently,   or on appeal by a Skip or Skips. Such decision shall be final. 

      (b) If fifteen (15) ends or more have been completed, the results of the match shall be decided on the 
score at the conclusion of the last completed end.  

(c) If inclement weather causes the delay of the start or the cancellation of any league match and            
Fifteen ends cannot be completed then all matches in that league will be deemed to have been 
cancelled and the points shared.  

 
      6.  STARTING TIME 

       The Official starting time for all League games shall be 13h30 on a Saturday and 09H00 on a Sunday.  Should 
all players be present, the Tournament Official may allow play to commence earlier. As per EP Executive ruling, 
play may start later on a Sunday morning, but no later than 12h00, by mutual agreement between the two sides. 
 In a fixture consisting of one team if, within 30 minutes after the scheduled start time for a match, one player is 
absent, the match may continue as per 6(a) and 6(b) unless the defaulting team forfeits the match.  

 
In a side match if, within 30 minutes after the scheduled start time for a match, one player is absent from any 
one of the teams, the match should continue but: 

 
 6(a) The number of bowls played by each defaulting Club’s Fours team should be made up by the Lead and 
Second both playing three bowls and the Skip playing two bowls. 
6(b) One fourth (25%, including decimal points) of the total shots scored by the defaulting Club’s Fours team 
should be deducted from their score after the match has finished. 
6 (c) In the event of the absentee being from the declared trips teams, their place must be taken by a member 

of the fours team. 
6 (d) In the case of forfeiture, maximum and minimum points will be awarded as applicable and the shot profit 
will be determined as the average shot profit on that day in that league. 

 
    Should more than one player be absent in a side or team, the defaulting Club will forfeit the match. 
 
    Should a player be incapacitated during play, rules 6(a), (6b) and 6(c) will apply. 
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    No substitutes will be allowed. 
 
       
       7   PROMOTION / RELEGATION 

The Club winning each of the Lower leagues shall be entitled, at their discretion, to promotion to the next      
higher league.    Should such Club already have representation in the next league, the runner-up may gain 
promotion by playing a promotion / relegation match against the last side in the next higher League.  
Promotion / Relegation matches will be restricted to the top four placed sides as per above, thereafter the 
status-quo will be retained. 

 
8  INTERCHANGE OF PLAYERS 
Interchange of players to another team in a side or a lower league will be allowed after each league fixture. 
Players may not be demoted by more than one League at a time in which their Club is represented. If a player 
sits out one or more consecutive fixtures, for any other reason than his team having a Bye, they may be selected 
to play in any league.  
When a side has a “Bye” or the whole league does not play, a player who played in a higher league the 
previous week may not be demoted to a lower league for the period that the higher leagues have no fixtures.  
 
 No interchange of players to a lower league will be allowed in the last Two Rounds of league play, unless such 
player has represented that lower league in at least two of the last four games prior to the commencement of 
the second last game. 
In the event of a Promotion / Relegation match the players taking part in such match may only be chosen from 
amongst those players who participated in the respective league during at least two of the last three scheduled 
rounds of league. 
Players who previously have not represented the Club in any leagues are exempt from the above restrictions. 
Players who have commenced with representation of a Club during league may not participate in league for 
another Club for the duration of all future league rounds during the current year.    
Clubs who are uncertain of the eligibility of players under the above conditions should refer such concerns, 
through their Secretary, to the Executive whose decision shall be final. 
Deleted 4 Mar 2019 
9. CLOTHING 

All players in a side shall be similarly dressed in their club colours. Any transgression of this rule must be 
reported to the Controlling Body by the Tournament Official who will in turn report the offenders to their club 
who will take the necessary disciplinary action. 
This does not apply to headwear and protective clothing. 
Shirts & blouses shall have conventional collars.  Men players may wear full-length trousers or tailored shorts.  
Golf Hose and visible ankle or secret socks, predominantly white, must be worn with shorts. EP Bowls Circular 
14/2013. 
 Footwear as laid out in Domestic Regulations: Conditions of Play, page 156 & 157 to be read together with 
Bowls SA Circular 40/2010. 

 

10.    PENALTIES 
      The Executive in the event of the following may impose the following penalties 

   10.1  If a team in a side fails to play, complete or commence a match, the opposing team will be awarded two 
points with clause 6 (d) applying regarding shot profit. 

      10.2   if a side withdraws from the Competition, all scores and points for or against shall be expunged from  
           the records. 

10.3   Sides found to have used ineligible players either in contravention of para. 7 above or by fact that such 
players have not been properly registered with EP Bowls will forfeit their match and their opponents will be 
awarded all points available. Such player will be ineligible to represent the Club in all remaining league fixtures. 
 
11.  MISCELLANEOUS 
11.1 Players may warm up before the game as set out in Domestic Regulations, page 154. 
11.2 One trial end in each direction shall be allowed 
11.3 Burnt ends will be replayed. 
11.4 Green fees of R25,00 per player per session are payable . 
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11.4    All games will be played in accordance with the Laws of the Sport of Bowls (Third Edition) unless                    
changes have been specifically made to a law in accordance with Law 57.1 

     11.5    There will be no interval during play, irrespective if league games are played in the morning or afternoon. 
(amended 20/02/2015) 

     11.6      Smoking (including artificial devises or e-cigarettes such as Twisp), Alcohol, Cell phones and Hand held 
TV devices will not be permitted within 2 metres of the green while play is in progress. 

11.7 The Controlling Body, which is the Executive of EP Bowls, has delegated its duties and powers to the 
relevant Competition Secretary and Tournament Officials present at each Club. 

11.8   The hosting Club is responsible for notifying the Competition Secretary of the results of the competition.    
11.9   Such notification should be done by fax, e-mail, WhatsApp or telephoned directly after play, no 

photographs of cards will be accepted, scorecards may be handed in on the evening to the Competition 
Secretary at the Port Elizabeth Bowling Club, by not later than 18h00 on the Saturday and 13h00 on the 
Sunday otherwise the cards must be placed in the EP Bowls collection box in the foyer of the Westview 
Sports Club. The host Clubs are responsible to forward all their scorecards to the Competition Secretary via 
the EP Bowls office within 5 days of completion of the game. If the scorecards are not received within this 
time period the offending clubs will be notified by e-mail and given a further 5 days grace, then if the 
scorecards are still not received a penalty maybe imposed. 

11.10 Club stickers shall be allowed provided that the bowls of all players in a team should have similar stickers. 
11.11 Restriction on movement of players. In Fours, the Leads and Seconds may not go to the head until they 
have played all their bowls. The Thirds may go to the head after delivery of their first bowl at the invitation of 
the Skip. In the case of Trips the Skips may go to the head after delivery of their second bowl. 
 

 
12.    DISPUTES AND APPEALS 

       i. No protest in connection with the result of a Game or an alleged infringement of the Laws during the game 
shall be considered unless it is made to the Tournament Official on duty. Subsequent play must proceed and 
the score cards noted accordingly. On receipt of the protest, the Tournament Official shall, through the Club 
Secretary, notify such dispute to the Executive. Such notification must be submitted within Seventy-two hours 
of the alleged infringement.  

       ii. Any Club who feels aggrieved by an alleged contravention of the above conditions of play shall, through the 
Club Secretary, notify the Executive of such contravention. Such notification must be submitted within 
Seventy-two hours of the alleged contravention. 

       iii. The Executive may call for additional verbal or written evidence to rule on the dispute. The Executive shall 
make a decision on such dispute, which shall be final and binding on all parties.  

 
 
 

 
       By order of 
       Executive Committee 
       EP Bowls  
 
 
  
 
 
 Amended 18/12/2018 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Peter Wildman 
Fax:   0866728504 
e-mail: wildmanp@mweb.co.za 

cell.no.: 0824666587 

COMPETITION SECRETARY  

mailto:wildmanp@mweb.co.za
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