
EASTERN PROVINCE BOWLS  
 

MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT VICTORIA PARK BOWLING CLUB ON 
28th FEBRUARY 2019 

 
1. PRESENT: 

B Buchanan (President in the chair), D Edwards (Vice-President), D Deyzel, G Vermaak, J Williams, L Long 
(Treasurer), H Hundleby (Secretary), plus Delegates representing 25 out of 29 Associate Members. 

2. APOLOGIES: 

 Peter Ford, Park Drive, Summerwood 

The attendance register is filed in the Council Minutes Book. 

3. OBITUARIES: 

Chris de Wet (Middelburg) 

4. MINUTES OF COUNCIL – 22nd November 2018 

4.1 Confirmation of these Minutes: The Minutes were approved on a proposal by Uitenhage and seconded by 
Western Suburbs. 

4.2 Jack Hoskins asked about gender of delegates at Council meetings. The meeting decided delegates could 
be any gender. 

5. FINANCE` 

 Len Long reported the interest from the Personal Trust investments has dropped by R 55 000. The situation is 
improving, and EP Bowls is financially strong. 

6. CORRESPONDENCE: 

The President sent out an open letter to all clubs concerning the changes to EP competitions. Three rounds 
to be played on Saturdays which affects players who work on Saturdays. The response to the letter was 
poor with only Westview (12), The Woods (6) and Despatch (3) responding. Hilton Cherry pointed out that 
no changes can be made to the By Laws without going through Council. A special meeting should have 
been called. Brian agreed that the calendar had been approved but a vote had not been taken on the 
Saturday games. With the calendar already so congested it is not possible to change the calendar now, but 
Brian promised the 2020 calendar will address the problem and any changes proposed will be highlighted 
so clubs are fully aware of them before the calendar is approved. 

Hilton Cherry sent in a letter pointing out an inaccuracy in the COP of the leagues regarding movement of 
players. This will be removed. 

Con Dixie sent in a proposal to set up an U45 group. Over 100 U45s in the EP district. They would create a 
sub-committee to cater for the group and play friendlies against other districts. May have 2-4 events a year. 

Terry James asked if they would be self-funded. Con said they would generate funds from one function to 
fund the next.  

It was pointed out we are already battling with a congested calendar so there aren’t free weekends to bring 
in other events. 

Hilton Cherry said the focus should be more on the U45s than the U15/U20s. They are settled and more 
likely to remain in the game, but trying to fit more competitions into the calendar would cause a problem 

Deon Nel (Uitenhage) said he is in that age group and does already mix and socialize with his peers at his 
club and in competitions and classics. 

Con and Billy Rowan were given permission to try and get the group going provided it does not clash with 
EP competitions, club classics or club competitions. Billy pointed out that Oct – Dec is a quiet time they 
could use. 

7. BOWLS SA MATTERS 

All BSA circulars sent to the clubs. 

8.  STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

8.1 COACHES 

 A coach’s course was held at Mill Park 12-13th January 2019. Badges and certificates lost last year have 
 been replaced. 

 

 

 

 



8.2 COMPETITIONS 

 Peter Wildman reported we are busy with the Personal Trust Men’s and Women’s Weekend leagues as 
 well as the Chapman Brothers Mid-Week League. 

 Mr Dave Stacey has joined the Competition Standing Committee and is auditing the Weekend League 
 scorecards and logs.  

 The entries for the Mixed Pairs will be sent out this week. 

 The EP Fixtures and Club Classic booklets seem to be going slowly. There are some bowlers who know 
 nothing about the booklet. 

 Dave Stacey spoke about the problems with league cards. Names are not filled in properly, sometimes just 
 a first name or even nickname, no BSA number, or the BSA numbers are not correct. Names and BSA 
 numbers must be properly filled in. The home team must always be on the left-hand side of the card, 
 regardless of who wins the toss. Club TOs or club captains should be responsible for the cards. 

 Terry James complained about rinks being allocated by the home teams. Two rinks should be allocated 
 by the host club and the captain of the visiting team should draw for the rinks. 

  

8.3 GREENS 

 Greens inspections are underway. Eight clubs have been inspected with 9 still to be done. Most greens are 
looking good, but some are not good at all. 

 Fourteen greens are needed for the All Cape Men’s tournament and 8 for the ladies. These will be allocated 
once the inspections have been completed. 

 2020 Open Men’s Inter District tournament will be held in PE. Clubs wishing to tender for this tournament 
must adhere to very strict criteria. 

 Billy has the information on banks and ditches (which he says are poor in EP), leveling of greens etc. 
Greens profiles less than 2 years old must be submitted. BSA provide a spreadsheet to help with the profile. 

 Any problems with banks etc will be pointed out by Billy during the inspections. 

  

8.4 TECHNICAL OFFICIALS 

  Jeanette waiting for final All Cape club allocations before checking on the umpire situation. 

  BSA letter on dress code. It is now permitted for players to wear their caps backwards!! Jeanette pointed 
 out the need for teams to be dressed the same. Some ladies have been playing without collars which is not 
 allowed. Slacks must be tailored, no jeans allowed. Men cannot wear joggers and shorts should be  knee 
length. Men’s shorts can be any colour provided all the team are dressed alike. 

  Hilton Cherry asked about shoes. Jeanette said there are players wearing incorrect footwear, but this is not 
 an umpiring problem but should be handled by greenkeepers and Technical Officials. 

  

8.5 SPONSORSHIP 

  Des Edwards said it is hard to get sponsorship nowadays. She is disappointed that some clubs are still not 
 carrying stock of Glenbrynth. They are providing good sponsorship and should be supported. She also 
 appealed for support for Personal Trust where possible. 

 

9.   ANY OTHER PERTINENT BUSINESS 

  The database will be audited soon. EP did not do well in the last audit. Des Deyzel has done a great job of 
 updating the database but she can only do so with the cooperation of all clubs. 

  SASCOC require the names and IDs of all players but the clubs find it difficult to get IDs from players in the 
 business leagues and social bowls events. Des agreed that the database is not user friendly if the proper 
 details are not provided. This is a problem as numbers on the greens could determine if clubs survive or 
 not. 

  Arthur Langley brought up the allocation of finalists for Midlands and Eastern Areas. Although EA have a 
 larger membership, Midlands have a much better record in competition entries. Midlands would like to see 
 the allocation changed with Midlands getting 2 finalists and EA one. Arthur said they had 22 teams in their 
 Mixed Pairs competition this year. 

   

 



  The President said the matter could not be voted on as EA had a PE proxy and should be at the meeting to 
 defend the request. The matter will be put on the agenda for the next Council meeting and Eastern Areas 
 asked to be present. 

  The matter of the Port Alfred lady’s team that pulled out of the finals in Middelburg two days before the 
 event was again brought up. Hilton Cherry had a phone call from Peter Ford apologizing but the exact 
 reasons for their withdrawal seem controversial. Several versions circulated at the time and the meeting 
 felt that some penalty should have been imposed on the team. The By-laws state that a withdrawal must 
 be done 14 days prior to the event and this was not done. 

  The suspension of Dan Thysse was addressed. The original suspension of 5 years was overturned by the 
 PE members to a 1-year ban. After an appeal to BSA by EP the suspension was set at 2 years. PEBC then 
 appealed to BSA to allow Mr Thysse on the club premises as he generates needed finance for the club. 
 Permission was granted to PEBC by John Ravenscroft but all other clubs can use their “right of admission” 
 to prevent Mr Thysse entering their premises. It was pointed out that in the past PEBC have physically 
 removed a member of their club, who was under suspension, from their premises. Uitenhage said Mr 
 Thysse had visited their club over the weekend and, unfortunately, was served by a barman who did not 
 know who he was.  

  The meeting asked EP to approach BSA and ask for an explanation for their decision to allow Mr Thysse 
 entry to PEBC. Members thought a suspension included club premises. 

 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting thanking all the Delegates for attending and 
wished all a safe trip home. The meeting was declared closed at 19:30. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

READ AND CONFIRMED THIS …………………  DAY OF…………………………………….2019. 

 

 

 

 

 

……………………………………..CHAIRMAN  


