
EASTERN PROVINCE BOWLS  

 

MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT WESTERN SUBURBS BC ON 

THURSDAY 22ND FEBRUARY 2018 

 

1. PRESENT: 

B Buchanan (President in the chair), B Rowan (Vice-President), D Edwards (Executive) L Long (Treasurer), H 
Hundleby (Secretary) plus Delegates representing 21 out of 29 Associate Members. 

2. APOLOGIES: 

F Newton, T Delport, D Deyzel (Executive), Humansdorp. 

The attendance register is filed in the Council Minutes Book. 

3. OBITUARIES: 

Jan Blignaut, Dave Morton (Jeffreys Bay), Sara van den Berg (Walmer). 

4. MINUTES OF COUNCIL – 30th November 2017 

4.1 Confirmation of these Minutes: The Minutes were approved on a proposal by PEBC and seconded by The 
Woods 

4.2 Matters Arising – 

Peter Reed brought up the loss of R 22500 suffered when Danie Smit’s computer was hacked. A letter was 
submitted suggesting Council had been misled and that no fraud had taken place as the President had 
approved the transaction. The President explained that in the past he trusted any requests from the treasurer to 
be legitimate so approved the transfer of the money. This system has now been changed with safety checks in 
place. 

5. FINANCE 

Loss of R 40 858 includes the R 22500 which has been written off. Balance is in line with the budget. The 
creditor’s figure is high due to affiliation fees which were processed in November and had yet to be paid to BSA. 
Len asked that people paying money into the EP account clearly state their names and what competition the 
payment is for. Clubs are requested to keep up-to-date with their membership on the BSA database, as failure 
to do this is causing problems with fees charged by BSA. Clubs are liable for affiliation fees charged by BSA 

6. CORRESPONDENCE: 

No correspondence received. 

7. BOWLS SA MATTERS 

Attention was brought to BSA Circulars 68/69/702017 dealing with drug-free sport. The South African 
Institute for Drug-Free Sport (SAIDS) is signatory of an agreement with World Anti-Doping Agency 
(WADA). Drug testing will be done at competitions and all players involved in provincial or national 
competitions must fill in the required forms. These forms must be sent to BSA. This is quite problematic for 
older bowlers whose medication does sometimes contain banned substances. Doctors will be required to 
change medication if possible as a letter from a doctor does not help if banned substances are involved. 
Con Dixie said that BSA is trying to get relief from the extreme rules after a player was badly affected by 
change of medication. Water tablets are a problem as they mask illegal drugs so are not allowed. The 
present rules are unrealistic, showing a lack of understanding of older bowlers’ needs. Fortunately, it is 
easy to check if medication is legal or not. (BSA Circular 70). 

A workshop must be held annually to deal with drugs in sport. 

8.  STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

8.1 COACHES 

 An attempt to hold a refresher course had to be cancelled due to poor response from coaches in EP. A 
 Level A+ course was held at Mill Park on 6/7th January 2018 which was attended by 9 candidates, two from 
 Cradock. The course planned for the Midlands scheduled for 13/14th January was cancelled due to poor 
 response which was why the 2 candidates from Cradock attended the PE course. The Level A+ course is 
 to take the candidates up to the level where they can teach a new player up to ‘tabs-in’ status only. 
 The 2nd part of the course will be held in the latter half of the year, after which the candidates will become 
 Level 1 coaches if they wish to do so. All candidates are coaching their candidate players with their 
 assigned mentors, and we will be meeting on Saturday 24th February for a follow-up session to discuss 
 their progress and any problems that might have arisen. 

 There will be a coach2coach meeting on 21st March at Mill Park, hosted by the NSCC, and all currently 
 registered coaches have been invited to attend. If they attend, it will be the same criteria as a Refresher 
 Course and their mandate to coach will be extended for another 4 years. 

 

8.2 COMPETITIONS 



 Jeanette Williams has just taken on the position of Competition Secretary and asked for patience as she 
 finds her feet. The programme disc she was given by Peter Wildman was corrupt, so she has had to get a 
 programme from BSA. This is working well and there should be no problems in the future. The protocol for 
 allocating sections was not used for the EP Trips but will be adhered to in future competitions. This also 
 applies to EP Finals. The EP Trips playoffs will be played this weekend (24/25 February) at Walmer BC. 
 There were a few gripes at the Sunday play as it was not on the Calendar. It was proposed that entry fees 
 for EP competitions be increased to R 40 and that green fees be increased to R 25 (R 20 for the club and 
 R 5 for EP). This was approved. 

 Calendar congestion is proving a problem with the Ten100 now falling on the weekend the Inter District 
 teams leave. Clashes with The Bridgestone, Kenton and Chapman classics were also mentioned. It was 
 decided  that the Ten100 be postponed again to later in the year, a date still to be decided. This 
 competition carries big prize money and it needs to get good entries to make it worthwhile for the 
 Sponsors. 

 Entries for the Weekend Leagues and Mid-Week League slow in coming in. 

 Jeanette appealed to clubs not to send in photos of scorecards. They cannot be read. Changes will be  

 made to COPs. Cards not to be taken to PEBC. 

 Peter Reed reported that very good entries have been received for the Nationals: 200 pairs teams; 100 
 fours; 210 Open singles and 80 Senior singles. A total of 600 bowlers. 

8.3 GREENS 

 Green inspections have started, with only 3 clubs, Park Drive, PEBC and Victoria Park, still to be done. 
This was only the 1st inspection. A 2nd inspection will take place in April. Clubs chosen to host sections at 
the Nationals will be notified by Jim Brennan. Clubs hosting must fix any problems pointed out in the 
inspection reports. Please read letters that go out from the Greens Committee as these give all necessary 
help in producing the best possible greens. Circular 8 deals with fungus and wintergrass and how to deal 
with them. Greenkeepers need to be vigilant as we move towards Autumn. According to the scoring done 
most of the greens are C- but a move to at least C+ is needed, with finals to be played on greens rated B+. 

8.4 TECHNICAL OFFICIALS 

  Nationals will be played at between 18 and 20 clubs. Umpires and markers will be needed at each club. If 
 clubs do not have their own umpires they may not get sections as Jeanette does not have spare umpires 
 to fill in the gaps. Clubs are encouraged to get their umpires to do refresher courses as there are many 
 umpires not functioning at present. Dennis Mauer said it is up to the clubs to initiate umpire’s courses – 
 clubs must do their part. Jeanette said she has tried on many occasions to get courses going to no avail, 

 

9.   ANY OTHER PERTINENT BUSINESS 

  EP shirts will be available in the next few days. 

  Only 1 nomination has been received for positions on the Executive, despite two appeals. Tertius Delport is 
 not well and unlikely to stand again and Felicity Newton is available only until the AGM. Jeanette Williams 
 said that, like with the Competition Secretary position, people know all answers to all the problems but 
 when challenged to be part of the solution they back off. This is a serious problem that will have to be 
 addressed at the AGM. 

  Con Dixie spoke about the Z squad. This is for any player who wishes to improve their bowls. It is presently 
 operating in PE, Jeffreys Bay, Port Alfred and Grahamstown. Less than 10 men are registered with about 
 25 ladies taking part. This helps players to measure their performance and to reach their potential. At 
 present greens are a problem with only PEBC and Victoria Park willing to put their greens at their disposal. 
 The squad is travelling to Jeffreys Bay where they have been offered green space. Cooperation from clubs 
 is urgently needed. Sessions have also been cancelled due to lack of scorers. 

  Billy Rowan added that this programme helps players at club, provincial and national level improve their 
 skills. It is a 2-month cycle programme which nurtures talent to reach their potential. In Eastern Areas, Port 
 Alfred and Kowie waive green fees for the squad and U30 sessions. Billy appealed to the PE clubs to do 
 the same. 

  Moyra Buchanan announced the Facebook page which has been set up and appealed to all clubs to let her 
 know of all happenings, so it can be kept up-to-date. 

  Brian Buchanan announced that the player’s representatives for the meetings at the Inter Districts 
 Tournament are Dezi Rosenblatt and Geoff Gowar. 

  Problems still being experienced with the BSA database. Ran smoothly when Peter Reed was in charge 
 but some clubs experiencing difficulties in keeping their membership up-to-date. BSA want information to 
 be confirmed by clubs by the end of February. Peter Reed willing to help. 

  
 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting thanking all the Delegates for attending and 
wished all a safe trip home. The meeting was declared closed at 19.18. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

READ AND CONFIRMED THIS …………………  DAY OF…………………………………….2017. 

 

 

 

 

 

……………………………………..CHAIRMAN  


