
EASTERN PROVINCE BOWLS  

 

MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT SUMMERWOOD BOWLING CLUB ON 

THURSDAY 25th MAY 2017 

 

1. PRESENT: 

B Buchanan (President in the chair), A Herselman (Vice-President), P Toerien (Executive), B Rowan 
(Executive), S Maclachlan (Executive), H Hundleby (Secretary) plus Delegates representing 15 out of 31 
Associate Members. 

2. APOLOGIES: 

 Kirkwood BC, Redhouse BC, D Smit, P Ford (Eastern Areas), D Matthee (Midlands). 

The attendance register is filed in the Council Minutes Book. 

The President thanked Summerwood Bowling Club for agreeing to host the Council Meeting. 

3. OBITUARIES: 

J Ponsonby, N Mallett, J Smith (PEBC) and J Maher (Mill Park). 

4. MINUTES OF COUNCIL – 16th FEBRUARY 2017 

4.1 Confirmation of these Minutes: The Minutes were approved on a proposal by Uitenhage BC and seconded 
by The Woods BC. 

4.2 Matters Arising – 

Trophies: The Committee has decided to refurbish the trophies, probably four per year. Trophies will be 
presented at the finals of all EP competitions. League prizegiving will be done away with as the whisky 
sponsorship has come to an end. Prize money will be paid directly to the club accounts. An annual prizegiving 
will be held where certificates will be handed out to all winners. 

5. FINANCE 

Danie Smit resigned as Treasurer on the 18th May 2017 with immediate effect. He is prepared to assist his 
successor until the end of June 2017.  

Entry fees for competitions and leagues down on last year. 

Investment income is 25% unfavourable owing to lower balance on the Money Market account than anticipated 
and poor market performance. Funds in the Money Market are at least R 100k lower than was anticipated at 
budget time mainly due to timing differences between the budget and actual expenditure. 

Clubs are requested to take the names of people who play in business leagues and register them with Heather 
Boucher. She is compiling a database for non-members. This is for SASCOC. 

Member Movement 

  The total membership stands at 1868. 
 

 6. CORRESPONDENCE: 

None 

7. BOWLS SA MATTERS 

Twenty-Seven BSA circulars have been sent to all clubs this year. 

8.  STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

8.1 COACHES 

 Con Dixie reported that 12 new coaches have qualified. Four candidates have been put forward for 
 National Level. Three coaches will attend a development course. A refresher day will be arranged for 
 coaches and clubs are encouraged to make sure their coaches attend. If clubs need clinics they can send 
 a request to the EP office.    

 The U30s did reasonably well in the Inter Districts. Both teams came fourth in their sections. The 
 tournament may be moved later in the year as the players can’t always get leave.  

 Very successful U30s singles held last weekend with Uitenhage walking off with most of the prizes. 

 U30s squad will be held on 16th June, probably at Westview. 

 Zone talent development. 15-20 men and ladies. Scorers needed. 

 

 

  



8.2 COMPETITIONS 

 EP Singles will be played this weekend. Men’s open, seniors and novices will be playing Sunday so 
 winners must be phoned through to Peter asap on Saturday evening. 

 EP Pairs and Fours entries due by 12th June. 

 Masters competition will be played on 17-18th June at Westview. 

 Finals of the Chapmans Midweek league will be played at Westview. 

 Hilton Cherry suggested a change in player numbers in sections (3 or 5) to solve the problem of finding 
 markers. Annette Herselman disagreed with three in a section as that gives the players only two games. 
 Five would be a better alternative. Alf Hicks proposed 6 in a section and double bank. This matter will be 
 discussed at the next Executive meeting. 

8.3 DEVELOPMENT  

 Shirley Maclachlan reported a very frustrating time for the Development team. Emails sent to 27 clubs with 
 only 3 responses. Also, only 12 representatives out of the 29 clubs have been appointed. 

 The request for old bowls also fell on deaf ears although through challenging work by Billy Rowan 40 sets 
 of bowls have been sent to BSA. Thanks to St Francis Bay, Western Suburbs, Mill Park, Jeffreys Bay 
 and Port Alfred. 

 Western Suburbs will have a meeting with school representatives on 7th June and Victoria Park are 
 planning a fun day for legal secretaries in September. 

 The President spoke of the comfort zones of the clubs and the importance of encouraging new young 
 bowlers. Billy Rowan reported on the large numbers of under 25s playing in Bloemfontein. The competition 
 is to be expanded next year. No teams in these categories from EP. 

8.4 GREENS 

 2nd round of greens inspections start tomorrow and will take 3 weeks. This will not be a full inspection, 
rather checking on progress from 1st inspection and evaluating the condition of greens at this time of year 
which corresponds to the Nationals in 2018. 

 Eastern Areas have asked the Greens Committee to inspect their greens which will be done in June. 

 Hilton Cherry asked if the competitions could be started a little later in the year. Climatic conditions, and the 
drought, have made greenkeeping very difficult. A suggestion was made that smaller competitions could be 
played early in the year with the EP Mixed Pairs moved to a later slot, nearer to the SA Finals in June. 

 Peter Wildman and Billy Rowan will discuss this. 

8.5 TECHNICAL OFFICIALS 

  No report was received from Jeanette Williams. 

 

9.   ANY OTHER PERTINENT BUSINESS 

  
The problem of finding windsocks was raised. A source has been found and the President will look into this 
matter. 
Dave Tolson sent in a proposal regarding the duration of the leagues. He suggests a 3-weekend league, with 
play on Saturday afternoon and all day Sunday. Games will be played at central venues. Peter Wildman will set 
up a sub-committee to discuss all possible formats and report back to the next Council meeting. Request was 
that clubs outside of PE be consulted. 
Lolly Reed asked if anything had been done about cutting down on EP competitions. Peter Wildman said that 
the idea had been to scrap the trips but as trips are now played in the leagues it has been put on hold. 
Peter Reed asked about refunds for the players who have paid for their shirts. This is an ongoing problem with 
some players unhappy at having to buy new shirts if they are not assured of a place in the future squad. Some 
of the men are keeping their shirts with a 50% discount but all the ladies shirts will have to be replaced. It was 
also pointed out that the colour of the shirts is not what was originally chosen. The shirts were originally 
predominantly white and are now black. Annette Herselman will meet with Russell Fensham in an attempt to get 
the problem solved regarding replacement shirts. The current black, red and white shirts are the official new EP 
shrts. 
The president spoke of the apathy of people and clubs in the choosing of selectors. Two men have put their 
names forward, no ladies. A long debate ensued on who should select the selectors, with many suggestions but 
nothing resolved. It was, however, established that the constitution does not allow player/selectors.  
Hilton Cherry said he felt it was wrong for players to put their names forward for squad selection. He feels 
players should be invited to join the squad. 
Lolly Reed asked when the new constitution would be ratified. This is still ongoing and no time frame is 
possible. 
 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting thanking all the Delegates for attending and 
wished all a safe trip home. The meeting was declared closed at 19:55. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

READ AND CONFIRMED THIS …………………  DAY OF…………………………………….2017. 

 

 

 

 

 

……………………………………..CHAIRMAN  


